If you were marooned on a desert island and could only take two craft books with you, what would they be?

A Non-comprehensive List of Craft Books Recommended by VCMFA-WCYA Faculty

* indicates books recommended by multiple faculty members


· *Bauer, Marion Dane. What’s Your Story? A Young Person’s Guide to Writing Fiction. 

Written for younger readers, but gives a solid foundation; clear, well written, and refreshingly digestible.

· *Bayles, David, and Ted Orland. Art & Fear.

Provides helpful context for the fears and insecurities inherent in creating art.

· Bickham, Jack. Scene and Structure.

From the Elements of Fiction Writing series. Fairly simplistic, but helps writers consider what a scene needs to include.

· Bradbury, Ray. Zen and the Art of Writing.

For sheer joy and inspiration.

· Brown, Renni, and David King. Self-Editing for Fiction Writers.
· Burroway, Janet. Writing Fiction: a Guide to Narrative Craft.
· *Butler, Robert Olen. From Where You Dream. 

· Calvino, Italo. Six Memos for the Next Millennium.
Calvino's lectures re. constraints writers may want to consider: lightness, quickness, exactitude, visibility, multiplicity. 

· Cixous, Hélène. Coming to Writing.

· Dillard, Annie. The Writing Life, 

· Fry, Stephen. The Ode Less Traveled. 

Funny primer re. writing metered verse. 
· *Gardner, John. The Art of Fiction: Notes on Craft for Young Writers. 

(Not to be confused with David Lodge’s The Art of Fiction).

· George, Elizabeth. Write Away. 

character-driven approach to plotting.

· Jauss, David, ed. Words Overflown by Stars.
Essays by VCFA's Writing Program faculty. 

· *Le Guin, Ursula. Steering the Craft. 

Excellent explanation of POV and verb forms.  

· *Lodge, David. The Art of Fiction. 

(not to be confused with John Gardner’s The Art of Fiction: Notes on Craft for Young Writers)
· McKee, Robert. Story: Substance, Structure, Style, and the Principles of Screenwriting. 

· *Shulevitz, Uri. Writing with Pictures.

· Stafford, William. Writing the Australian Crawl.

· *Tharp, Twyla. The Creative Habit.
Not specific to writing, but discusses the process of creating something from nothing, hard work, and living a creative life. 

· Wood, James. How Fiction Works.

May take some extrapolation to apply to fiction for children, but helps teach how to read carefully, as writers.

