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September 30, 2011

Dear Writer,

We hope that your Summer 2011 semester is going well.  From our perch up here in College Hall we are watching the leaves slowly change into the bright red, orange, and yellow hues of fall.  This change in the season is also the signal that the semester is almost halfway done! There are lots of small details surrounding mid-semester, so please read this email carefully as we outline some very important upcoming deadlines.    

The Midterm Evaluation is attached and posted on the Web site here. Please complete this form and return it to the office by Friday, October 14th by 3pm.  Please be candid on this form. If you have any concerns that you haven’t been able to resolve directly with your advisor, please let us know now while we still have plenty of time in the semester to address these issues. These are not “official” documents; you don’t need to worry about typos, etc.  You are welcome to return this form by email to Shannon (Shannon.dixon@vermontcollege.edu), fax (802-828-8649), or snail mail. Please do not fill out this form until you have received your second packet back from your advisor.

IMPORTANT!  Please Remember These Updated Residency Dates:  The Winter 2012 residency dates for returning students are January 9-19, 2012, with orientation starting at 3:00 p.m. on the 9th.  (This is different than what appears on the Semester Calendar you received in July.) 
Housing:  If you are planning to stay off campus for the winter residency, please let Shannon know early so we can plan for dorm space.  It’s fine if you don’t know your plans yet; just keep us posted.  As you think about travel and housing, keep in mind that your housing and travel form will be due on Friday, October 14th at 3pm.  Attached is the form or you can find it here. 

ALSO IMPORTANT!  This winter our arrival date for new students (8th) is the same as the MFW departure date.  If you are planning to arrive on the 8th you might not be able to get into your dorm room until late in the afternoon.  We will make sure that there is a place for you to store your luggage.  Due to the tight timing with MFW,  most likely we will not be able to accommodate students in the dorms before the 8th .  If your only option is to arrive before the 8th due to international travel or another extreme situation please be in touch with Shannon immediately so she can see if we can find a room on campus for you with the MFW students.   Graduation will be on the 18th and you should plan to depart no later than 10:00 a.m. on the 19th.  You can view future residency dates here on our website.  
Single rooms:  If you feel very strongly that you must have a single, we suggest that you book a room off campus. We have attached a list of alternative accommodations, all of which come recommended. You can cancel any off-campus arrangements closer to the residency if in fact you do get a single.  As we anticipate that space on campus will again be limited, chances are very good that you will have a roommate here on campus, even if you’re a graduating student. If you would prefer a single, if one is available, be sure to check the single room fee box on your housing form and also include the name of a possible roommate.

Allergies:  If you have any food or life-threatening allergies please be sure to fill out the allergy form.  This form needs to be filled out each residency.  The form is attached or you can find it here.

End-of-Semester:  Please remember that the end-of-semester date (when evaluations, end-of-semester materials, theses, etc. are due in the office) is Friday, December 16th by 3pm.  Of course, we will post/send out evaluation forms well in advance of the due date.  Your final packet is to be received by your advisor well ahead of December 16th so that all materials can arrive in the office by that date.  End of Semester materials cannot be emailed or faxed; please use snail mail.

Financial Aid:  If you are applying for financial aid, make sure you complete this year’s FAFSA form. You can access this form at www.fafsa.ed.gov, use the VCFA school code 003697.  If you have questions about financial aid or the forms, contact Wanda Carmical directly at VCFA-FAO@financialaidservices.org or by phone at 1-877-612-2599.

Billing:  We will begin billing in mid-November. If you have any questions about your bill, please contact Katie Gustafson at (802) 828-8737 or katie.gustafson@vermontcollege.edu  
As always, call or email anytime…
All the best,

Melissa & Shannon
